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Ben Glass’s

CLIENT NEWSLETTER

Ben Glass has assisted our 
law firm with the creation 
and distribution of firm 
newsletters for the past six 
months, and we have already 
noticed a marked increase 
in new business from former 
and current client referrals.  
We typically insert one or two 
personalized articles from our 
firm, and rely on Ben’s Team 
for the rest of the newsletter 
content.  Interestingly, plenty 
of former and current clients 
have complimented on the 
informative nature of the 
newsletter.  Ben’s newsletter 
has really been a good 
investment for our firm, which 
has done and continues to 
do almost every other type of 
advertising as well.  I wish all 
of our other marketing efforts 
produced similar returns.

The Law Office of Piercy J. Stakelum, P.A
Orlando, Florida

After learning of two additional infant deaths since its 

August 2008 recall, the United States Consumer Product 

Safety Commission has re-announced the recall of the 

Simplicity “Close Sleeper/Bedside Sleeper Bassinets”. 

Overall, the CPSC is aware of four infants who have 

died in close-sleeper bassinets, and is urging consumers to 

immediately stop using the 3-in-1 and 4-in-1 bassinets.

The bassinets, including some with the Graco logo as well 

as others with Winnie the Pooh images, contain metal bars 

that are covered by an adjustable fabric flap. The flap is 

secured by Velcro© fasteners, which are intended to be 

partially removed if the bassinet is converted to a bedside/

close-sleeper. 

If consumers fail to properly re-secure the fasteners after 

they adjust the fabric flap, or if they remove the flap 

completely, the metal bars can be exposed. An infant can 

slip through the opening and become trapped between 

a metal bar and the mattress support, causing them to 

suffocate or strangle. 

Consumers are urged to return the bassinets to the retail 

store in which they were purchased. Many major retailers, 

including Wal-Mart, Target, J.C. Penney, Kmart, and 

Toys-R-Us, have agreed to accept returns of the Simplicity 

bassinets and will issue a refund or store credit. 

For a complete listing of the recalled bassinets, please visit 

the website www.cpsc.gov.

Because of the life-threatening hazard posed by Simplicity 

conversion bassinets to infants, we urge you to share 

this warning with family, friends, day care centers, and 

consignment shops to help ensure that no child is placed to 

sleep in any of the recalled bassinets. ■

With autumn upon us and Halloween just around the corner, it’s a good 

time to review some basic safety tips for safe trick-or-treating. Compiled by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the following list is full of 

good advice to help keep your family safe during this fun time of year. 

 Swords, knives, and other similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible.

avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult.

 fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you.

 examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them. Limit the 

             amount of treats you eat.

  

hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and to help others see you.

always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before bedtime to prevent skin and 

              eye irritation.

 look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks whenever 

             possible.

 lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses.

 only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe.

wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls.

 eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the 

               cook well.

 enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside.

 never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners 

on two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and 

Zetia - recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number 

of class-action lawsuits over the drugs. The companies did 

not acknowledge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the 

settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed 

unfavorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, 

and also questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the 

drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which 

showed that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective 

than older, less-expensive cholesterol treatments. In fact, the 

study showed that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, 

and costs around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than 

using Zocor alone. Zocor is a generic and sells for around one 

third the cost of Vytorin. The study also cast doubt on wheth-

er Zetia had much effect on cholesterol levels. Subsequent 

data have also raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually com-

pleted in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and 

Schering-Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it. The 

companies actually didn’t release the study until Congress 

began investigating the delay. According to the Wall Street 

Journal, the companies still face federal investigations as 

well as lawsuits alleging securities law violations because of 

the amount of time it took them to release the ENHANCE 

results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs 

have dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion rev-

enue in 2007. ■

After more than a decade of requiring its customers to utilize 

arbitration to settle disputes, Bank of America has dropped 

the controversial policy. The change will enable consumers 

to go to court to resolve disagreements over credit-card 

charges, loans, and bank accounts. Bank of America is the 

first major bank to move away from mandatory arbitration in 

its consumer-related businesses.

Critics of the practice have long argued that banks receive 

an unfair advantage in arbitration proceedings, and that 

they often fail to adequately notify their customers of the 

requirement.

The change does not cover all of Bank of America’s business-

es, though, as it plans to continue using mandatory arbitration 

for security-related disputes and for its wealthiest clients.

At this time, it’s unclear whether other big banks or credit-

card issuers such as Citigroup or Chase will follow Bank of 

America’s lead. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners on 

two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and Zetia - 

recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number of class-

action lawsuits over the drugs.  The companies did not acknowl-

edge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed unfa-

vorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, and also 

questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which showed 

that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective than older, 

less-expensive cholesterol treatments.  In fact, the study showed 

that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, and costs 

around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than using Zocor 

alone.  Zocor is a generic and sells for around one third the cost 

of Vytorin.  The study also cast doubt on whether Zetia had 

much effect on cholesterol levels.  Subsequent data have also 

raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually completed 

in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and Schering-

Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it.  The companies 

actually didn’t release the study until Congress began inves-

tigating the delay.  According to the Wall Street Journal, the 

companies still face federal investigations as well as lawsuits 

alleging securities law violations because of the amount of time 

it took them to release the ENHANCE results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs have 

dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion revenue in 

2007. ■
What is the difference between a verdict and a settlement?

A verdict is a decision made by a jury.  It is usually either “judgment for the plaintiff in the amount of $_ _” or 

“judgment for the defendant”.

A settlement is a voluntary agreement between the injured party and (usually) the insurance company for the 

defendant to resolve the case (end the case/dismiss the case) in return for a lump sum payment of a certain amount 

of money.

Many different factors determine whether to take a case to trial or to pursue a settlement. You should consult with 

and rely on an experienced attorney to determine the best course of action in your particular case. ■
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After learning of two additional infant deaths since its 

August 2008 recall, the United States Consumer Product 

Safety Commission has re-announced the recall of the 

Simplicity “Close Sleeper/Bedside Sleeper Bassinets”. 

Overall, the CPSC is aware of four infants who have 

died in close-sleeper bassinets, and is urging consumers to 

immediately stop using the 3-in-1 and 4-in-1 bassinets.

The bassinets, including some with the Graco logo as well 

as others with Winnie the Pooh images, contain metal bars 

that are covered by an adjustable fabric flap. The flap is 

secured by Velcro© fasteners, which are intended to be 

partially removed if the bassinet is converted to a bedside/

close-sleeper. 

If consumers fail to properly re-secure the fasteners after 

they adjust the fabric flap, or if they remove the flap 

completely, the metal bars can be exposed. An infant can 

slip through the opening and become trapped between 

a metal bar and the mattress support, causing them to 

suffocate or strangle. 

Consumers are urged to return the bassinets to the retail 

store in which they were purchased. Many major retailers, 

including Wal-Mart, Target, J.C. Penney, Kmart, and 

Toys-R-Us, have agreed to accept returns of the Simplicity 

bassinets and will issue a refund or store credit. 

For a complete listing of the recalled bassinets, please visit 

the website www.cpsc.gov.

Because of the life-threatening hazard posed by Simplicity 

conversion bassinets to infants, we urge you to share 

this warning with family, friends, day care centers, and 

consignment shops to help ensure that no child is placed to 

sleep in any of the recalled bassinets. ■

With autumn upon us and Halloween just around the corner, it’s a good 

time to review some basic safety tips for safe trick-or-treating. Compiled by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the following list is full of 

good advice to help keep your family safe during this fun time of year. 

 Swords, knives, and other similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible.

avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult.

 fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you.

 examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them. Limit the 

             amount of treats you eat.

  

hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and to help others see you.

always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before bedtime to prevent skin and 

              eye irritation.

 look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks whenever 

             possible.

 lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses.

 only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe.

wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls.

 eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the 

               cook well.

 enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside.

 never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners 

on two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and 

Zetia - recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number 

of class-action lawsuits over the drugs. The companies did 

not acknowledge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the 

settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed 

unfavorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, 

and also questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the 

drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which 

showed that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective 

than older, less-expensive cholesterol treatments. In fact, the 

study showed that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, 

and costs around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than 

using Zocor alone. Zocor is a generic and sells for around one 

third the cost of Vytorin. The study also cast doubt on wheth-

er Zetia had much effect on cholesterol levels. Subsequent 

data have also raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually com-

pleted in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and 

Schering-Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it. The 

companies actually didn’t release the study until Congress 

began investigating the delay. According to the Wall Street 

Journal, the companies still face federal investigations as 

well as lawsuits alleging securities law violations because of 

the amount of time it took them to release the ENHANCE 

results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs 

have dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion rev-

enue in 2007. ■

After more than a decade of requiring its customers to utilize 

arbitration to settle disputes, Bank of America has dropped 

the controversial policy. The change will enable consumers 

to go to court to resolve disagreements over credit-card 

charges, loans, and bank accounts. Bank of America is the 

first major bank to move away from mandatory arbitration in 

its consumer-related businesses.

Critics of the practice have long argued that banks receive 

an unfair advantage in arbitration proceedings, and that 

they often fail to adequately notify their customers of the 

requirement.

The change does not cover all of Bank of America’s business-

es, though, as it plans to continue using mandatory arbitration 

for security-related disputes and for its wealthiest clients.

At this time, it’s unclear whether other big banks or credit-

card issuers such as Citigroup or Chase will follow Bank of 

America’s lead. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners on 

two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and Zetia - 

recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number of class-

action lawsuits over the drugs.  The companies did not acknowl-

edge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed unfa-

vorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, and also 

questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which showed 

that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective than older, 

less-expensive cholesterol treatments.  In fact, the study showed 

that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, and costs 

around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than using Zocor 

alone.  Zocor is a generic and sells for around one third the cost 

of Vytorin.  The study also cast doubt on whether Zetia had 

much effect on cholesterol levels.  Subsequent data have also 

raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually completed 

in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and Schering-

Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it.  The companies 

actually didn’t release the study until Congress began inves-

tigating the delay.  According to the Wall Street Journal, the 

companies still face federal investigations as well as lawsuits 

alleging securities law violations because of the amount of time 

it took them to release the ENHANCE results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs have 

dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion revenue in 

2007. ■
What is the difference between a verdict and a settlement?

A verdict is a decision made by a jury.  It is usually either “judgment for the plaintiff in the amount of $_ _” or 

“judgment for the defendant”.

A settlement is a voluntary agreement between the injured party and (usually) the insurance company for the 

defendant to resolve the case (end the case/dismiss the case) in return for a lump sum payment of a certain amount 

of money.

Many different factors determine whether to take a case to trial or to pursue a settlement. You should consult with 

and rely on an experienced attorney to determine the best course of action in your particular case. ■
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Vanessa 
My name is Vanessa, and I am the receptionist at the Law Office of Piercy J. Stakelum, P.A., and I hear of plenty of accident 

cases. However, I never imagined that one day I would be a witness of an accident. I attend Everest University at night for 

Massage Therapy, and during one of our blind folded clinic massages, a fellow classmate 

forgot to move the stool away from the massage table while proceeding with his massage. 

He continued working on his client, and the next thing I knew, there was a loud thud on the 

floor. I turned around to find my classmate lying on the floor with the stool on top of him. 

It just goes to show that accidents can happen at anytime or place. 

After learning of two additional infant deaths since its 

August 2008 recall, the United States Consumer Product 

Safety Commission has re-announced the recall of the 

Simplicity “Close Sleeper/Bedside Sleeper Bassinets”. 

Overall, the CPSC is aware of four infants who have 

died in close-sleeper bassinets, and is urging consumers to 

immediately stop using the 3-in-1 and 4-in-1 bassinets.

The bassinets, including some with the Graco logo as well 

as others with Winnie the Pooh images, contain metal bars 

that are covered by an adjustable fabric flap. The flap is 

secured by Velcro© fasteners, which are intended to be 

partially removed if the bassinet is converted to a bedside/

close-sleeper. 

If consumers fail to properly re-secure the fasteners after 

they adjust the fabric flap, or if they remove the flap 

completely, the metal bars can be exposed. An infant can 

slip through the opening and become trapped between 

a metal bar and the mattress support, causing them to 

suffocate or strangle. 

Consumers are urged to return the bassinets to the retail 

store in which they were purchased. Many major retailers, 

including Wal-Mart, Target, J.C. Penney, Kmart, and 

Toys-R-Us, have agreed to accept returns of the Simplicity 

bassinets and will issue a refund or store credit. 

For a complete listing of the recalled bassinets, please visit 

the website www.cpsc.gov.

Because of the life-threatening hazard posed by Simplicity 

conversion bassinets to infants, we urge you to share 

this warning with family, friends, day care centers, and 

consignment shops to help ensure that no child is placed to 

sleep in any of the recalled bassinets. ■

With autumn upon us and Halloween just around the corner, it’s a good 

time to review some basic safety tips for safe trick-or-treating. Compiled by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the following list is full of 

good advice to help keep your family safe during this fun time of year. 

 Swords, knives, and other similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible.

avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult.

 fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you.

 examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them. Limit the 

             amount of treats you eat.

  

hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and to help others see you.

always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before bedtime to prevent skin and 

              eye irritation.

 look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks whenever 

             possible.

 lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses.

 only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe.

wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls.

 eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the 

               cook well.

 enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside.

 never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners 

on two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and 

Zetia - recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number 

of class-action lawsuits over the drugs. The companies did 

not acknowledge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the 

settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed 

unfavorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, 

and also questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the 

drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which 

showed that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective 

than older, less-expensive cholesterol treatments. In fact, the 

study showed that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, 

and costs around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than 

using Zocor alone. Zocor is a generic and sells for around one 

third the cost of Vytorin. The study also cast doubt on wheth-

er Zetia had much effect on cholesterol levels. Subsequent 

data have also raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually com-

pleted in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and 

Schering-Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it. The 

companies actually didn’t release the study until Congress 

began investigating the delay. According to the Wall Street 

Journal, the companies still face federal investigations as 

well as lawsuits alleging securities law violations because of 

the amount of time it took them to release the ENHANCE 

results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs 

have dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion rev-

enue in 2007. ■

After more than a decade of requiring its customers to utilize 

arbitration to settle disputes, Bank of America has dropped 

the controversial policy. The change will enable consumers 

to go to court to resolve disagreements over credit-card 

charges, loans, and bank accounts. Bank of America is the 

first major bank to move away from mandatory arbitration in 

its consumer-related businesses.

Critics of the practice have long argued that banks receive 

an unfair advantage in arbitration proceedings, and that 

they often fail to adequately notify their customers of the 

requirement.

The change does not cover all of Bank of America’s business-

es, though, as it plans to continue using mandatory arbitration 

for security-related disputes and for its wealthiest clients.

At this time, it’s unclear whether other big banks or credit-

card issuers such as Citigroup or Chase will follow Bank of 

America’s lead. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners on 

two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and Zetia - 

recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number of class-

action lawsuits over the drugs.  The companies did not acknowl-

edge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed unfa-

vorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, and also 

questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which showed 

that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective than older, 

less-expensive cholesterol treatments.  In fact, the study showed 

that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, and costs 

around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than using Zocor 

alone.  Zocor is a generic and sells for around one third the cost 

of Vytorin.  The study also cast doubt on whether Zetia had 

much effect on cholesterol levels.  Subsequent data have also 

raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually completed 

in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and Schering-

Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it.  The companies 

actually didn’t release the study until Congress began inves-

tigating the delay.  According to the Wall Street Journal, the 

companies still face federal investigations as well as lawsuits 

alleging securities law violations because of the amount of time 

it took them to release the ENHANCE results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs have 

dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion revenue in 

2007. ■
What is the difference between a verdict and a settlement?

A verdict is a decision made by a jury.  It is usually either “judgment for the plaintiff in the amount of $_ _” or 

“judgment for the defendant”.

A settlement is a voluntary agreement between the injured party and (usually) the insurance company for the 

defendant to resolve the case (end the case/dismiss the case) in return for a lump sum payment of a certain amount 

of money.

Many different factors determine whether to take a case to trial or to pursue a settlement. You should consult with 

and rely on an experienced attorney to determine the best course of action in your particular case. ■
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After learning of two additional infant deaths since its 

August 2008 recall, the United States Consumer Product 

Safety Commission has re-announced the recall of the 

Simplicity “Close Sleeper/Bedside Sleeper Bassinets”. 

Overall, the CPSC is aware of four infants who have 

died in close-sleeper bassinets, and is urging consumers to 

immediately stop using the 3-in-1 and 4-in-1 bassinets.

The bassinets, including some with the Graco logo as well 

as others with Winnie the Pooh images, contain metal bars 

that are covered by an adjustable fabric flap. The flap is 

secured by Velcro© fasteners, which are intended to be 

partially removed if the bassinet is converted to a bedside/

close-sleeper. 

If consumers fail to properly re-secure the fasteners after 

they adjust the fabric flap, or if they remove the flap 

completely, the metal bars can be exposed. An infant can 

slip through the opening and become trapped between 

a metal bar and the mattress support, causing them to 

suffocate or strangle. 

Consumers are urged to return the bassinets to the retail 

store in which they were purchased. Many major retailers, 

including Wal-Mart, Target, J.C. Penney, Kmart, and 

Toys-R-Us, have agreed to accept returns of the Simplicity 

bassinets and will issue a refund or store credit. 

For a complete listing of the recalled bassinets, please visit 

the website www.cpsc.gov.

Because of the life-threatening hazard posed by Simplicity 

conversion bassinets to infants, we urge you to share 

this warning with family, friends, day care centers, and 

consignment shops to help ensure that no child is placed to 

sleep in any of the recalled bassinets. ■

With autumn upon us and Halloween just around the corner, it’s a good 

time to review some basic safety tips for safe trick-or-treating. Compiled by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the following list is full of 

good advice to help keep your family safe during this fun time of year. 

 Swords, knives, and other similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible.

avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult.

 fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you.

 examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them. Limit the 

             amount of treats you eat.

  

hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and to help others see you.

always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before bedtime to prevent skin and 

              eye irritation.

 look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks whenever 

             possible.

 lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses.

 only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe.

wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls.

 eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the 

               cook well.

 enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside.

 never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners 

on two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and 

Zetia - recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number 

of class-action lawsuits over the drugs. The companies did 

not acknowledge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the 

settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed 

unfavorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, 

and also questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the 

drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which 

showed that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective 

than older, less-expensive cholesterol treatments. In fact, the 

study showed that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, 

and costs around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than 

using Zocor alone. Zocor is a generic and sells for around one 

third the cost of Vytorin. The study also cast doubt on wheth-

er Zetia had much effect on cholesterol levels. Subsequent 

data have also raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually com-

pleted in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and 

Schering-Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it. The 

companies actually didn’t release the study until Congress 

began investigating the delay. According to the Wall Street 

Journal, the companies still face federal investigations as 

well as lawsuits alleging securities law violations because of 

the amount of time it took them to release the ENHANCE 

results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs 

have dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion rev-

enue in 2007. ■

After more than a decade of requiring its customers to utilize 

arbitration to settle disputes, Bank of America has dropped 

the controversial policy. The change will enable consumers 

to go to court to resolve disagreements over credit-card 

charges, loans, and bank accounts. Bank of America is the 

first major bank to move away from mandatory arbitration in 

its consumer-related businesses.

Critics of the practice have long argued that banks receive 

an unfair advantage in arbitration proceedings, and that 

they often fail to adequately notify their customers of the 

requirement.

The change does not cover all of Bank of America’s business-

es, though, as it plans to continue using mandatory arbitration 

for security-related disputes and for its wealthiest clients.

At this time, it’s unclear whether other big banks or credit-

card issuers such as Citigroup or Chase will follow Bank of 

America’s lead. ■

Pharmaceutical giants Merck and Schering-Plough, partners on 

two popular cholesterol-lowering drugs - Vytorin and Zetia - 

recently agreed to pay $41.5 million to settle a number of class-

action lawsuits over the drugs.  The companies did not acknowl-

edge any wrongdoing or liability as part of the settlement.

The lawsuits claimed the drug makers purposely delayed unfa-

vorable study results about the two blockbuster drugs, and also 

questioned both the effectiveness and safety of the drugs.

In January 2008, the companies released a study which showed 

that Vytorin and Zetia were not any more effective than older, 

less-expensive cholesterol treatments.  In fact, the study showed 

that Vytorin, which combines Zocor and Zetia, and costs 

around $100 a month, was perhaps worse than using Zocor 

alone.  Zocor is a generic and sells for around one third the cost 

of Vytorin.  The study also cast doubt on whether Zetia had 

much effect on cholesterol levels.  Subsequent data have also 

raised questions about the safety of the drugs.

The original study, called ENHANCE, was actually completed 

in 2006, leading to strong criticism for Merck and Schering-

Plough for the two-year delay in releasing it.  The companies 

actually didn’t release the study until Congress began inves-

tigating the delay.  According to the Wall Street Journal, the 

companies still face federal investigations as well as lawsuits 

alleging securities law violations because of the amount of time 

it took them to release the ENHANCE results.

Since the study results became public, sales of both drugs have 

dropped steadily from their combined $5.2 billion revenue in 

2007. ■
What is the difference between a verdict and a settlement?

A verdict is a decision made by a jury.  It is usually either “judgment for the plaintiff in the amount of $_ _” or 

“judgment for the defendant”.

A settlement is a voluntary agreement between the injured party and (usually) the insurance company for the 

defendant to resolve the case (end the case/dismiss the case) in return for a lump sum payment of a certain amount 

of money.

Many different factors determine whether to take a case to trial or to pursue a settlement. You should consult with 

and rely on an experienced attorney to determine the best course of action in your particular case. ■
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Piercy and Jason recently went on a deep-sea fishing trip off the Eastern 

Coast of Florida, and Piercy helped “chum” the waters.  The first few hours 

of the trip started out fun, but eventually the incessant rocking of the boat, 

pounding sun, and overall lack of “sea-legs” took a toll on Piercy.  After 

finally landing a 30 pound grouper, Piercy lurched over the side of the boat 

and “fed the fish”.  As Piercy put it, “not one of my proudest moments”.  

Jason was laughing so hard that he couldn’t even speak for five minutes.  ■
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